
This continues to be an exciting time for the Alpha Chapter Alumni Association.  
Momentum within the Association over the past few years has generated external 

momentum in the form of increased exposure to National and the formation by Alpha 
Alumni of regional Alumni Clubs.  We are well on our way to realizing our goal of 
hosting the 150th Anniversary Convention in Troy/Albany in 2014.  
 Since last year’s 6294, the Association has engaged in several activities to 
advance the Alpha Chapter.  We have created a “yearly plan” that outlines our goals 
for this Fraternal year.  It is available to all Alumni and can be found on our brand new 
website (more information below).
 The importance of this year’s two Rush seasons cannot be overstated.  The 
Association created a “Rush Seminar” for the Actives to teach them how to “sell” 
Rushees on the Theta Xi experience.  Many thanks to Chris Riismandel A1356, 
who spearheaded the effort, and Chris Blanc A1404, who created and presented the 
seminar materials to the Actives.  It was well received and they succeeded in inducting 
10 pledges.  We will host another rush seminar in the spring. 
 Effectively communicating with the Alumni is always an important goal of the 
Alumni Association as it allows the Alumni to stay updated on the Chapter’s activities.  
We have increased our effectiveness by engaging with John Viggiano A1488 and Ben 
Haynes A1526 of VIGCraft to build and maintain a website for us.   The address is 
www.alpha6294.com.  Check regularly for updates.
 The above paragraphs discuss some of the main activities of the Alumni 
Association, but there are many items on our list to which we cannot tend simply 
because we do not have the manpower to accomplish them.  For instance, we want to 
renovate the third floor as soon as possible.  We want to increase our national exposure 
by creating and participating in more regional Alumni Clubs.  Simply put, we need 
your help.  If you want to re-engage with your Fraternity and Alumni Association 
either through volunteer opportunities or donations, please contact any member of the 
Alumni Board.
 I also want to thank several alumni members.  First, I want to extend 
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Welcome to the new look of the AlphaBet alumni 
newsletter. In an effort to reduce alumni 

communication costs and increase effectiveness, we 
have overhauled the ways we will communicate with 
you.  A summary of changes include:

• A crisper 4-page AlphaBet including executive 
summaries of important Alpha Chapter information.

• An expanded version of the AlphaBet articles posted 
on our website including photos and graphics.

• A redesigned website (www.alpha6294.com) to 
provide greater content and functionality for Alumni.  
We have hired an alumnus-owned website design 
company to vastly improve our capabilities.  

• Increased electronic communications (e-newsletters 
and announcements) to augment our current efforts.

• A new communications company hired to replace our 
previous vendor.  In addition to cutting our printing 
costs and helping us to streamline our communications 
effort, we hope to do a better job tracking and 
acknowledging alumni participation and donations.

We hope you will take a few minutes to visit our 
new website and update your contact information.  
While we will continue to distribute our traditional 
communications through the postal system, it will be 
important for us to have a valid email address to deliver 
to you our supplemental content.
 Please email me if you would be interested in 
helping reconnect with alumni from your time at Alpha 
or if you have any suggestions to improve our efforts.

Brother Mow Exemplifies Theta Xi Ideals

In 1949, Van Mow and his family emigrated from China and spoke not a word of 
English.  The years preceding their travel to the United States had seen the conclusion 

of WWII and the Communist Revolution in China, putting his family in a constant 
state of distress and disruption.  With the fear of the rise of Communism prevalent in 
the United States, the Mow family endured daily challenges even as they continued to 
excel in their new country.
 In 1958, Van and his brother Maurice entered RPI to begin their collegiate 
academic studies.  Both pledged the Alpha Chapter of Theta Xi, a chance to further 
experience American culture.  When asked about his Theta Xi experience, Dr. Mow 
said, “I have many memorable experiences; joining Theta Xi and the time leading up 
to becoming a member are memories that truly stick out in my mind.”
 Mow received his BAE degree in Aeronautical Engineering in 1962 and 
his PhD in Applied Mechanics and Applied Mathematics in 1966 from Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute.  In 1969, Dr. Mow joined the faculty of RPI as an Associate 
Professor in the Mechanics Department.

See Dr. Mow continued on page 3

Dr. Van C.S. Mow A966 stands next to the bust of Clarence E. Davies 
‘14. Rensselaer has established the Davies Medal for Engineering 
Achievement which is funded by an endowment created by Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Erik Jonsson ‘22.  Dr. Mow is one of only 13 RPI alumni to 
receive this award since its inception in 1987.
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As we 
celebrate 

our 75th year 
living in the 
chapter house, 
this Fall saw 
extensive house 

improvement projects completed 
at 1490 Sage Ave.  Members of 
the Alumni Association have 
generously donated their time, 
skills and money to these efforts 
which began with work week 
in late August.  Some of these 
projects are described below.
 We focused most of our 
efforts on the common areas in the 
worst condition, beginning with 
the first-floor bathroom.  First, the 
actives, directed by Sophomore 
Carl Busta A1575 (formerly a 
plumber’s apprentice), tore out the 
walls and ceiling and removed the 
existing toilets and sink.    After 
the gutting was complete, alumni 
Chris Baldauf A1487, Justin 
Scaduto A1537, Paul Dalton 
A1512, Brad Spencer A1517, 
Rohun Gholkar A1515, Mickey 
Mossaidis A1391, and Dave 
Fowkes A1275 went to work 
rewiring the entire bathroom, 
installing new wallboard and 
tiling the walls.  Once funding 
is secured for new toilets and 

fixtures, the first-floor bathroom 
will make our house more family 
and guest friendly.
 While this group of brothers 
attacked the main renovation 
project, alumni Tom Doherty 
A1448, Ben Rosenthal A1427, 
Bobby King A1519, Eric Maiorino 
A1543, and Mark Rothfuss 
A1461 worked hard repairing and 
replacing many first-floor outlets 
and lights, installing new lamp 
posts in front of the house and 
repairing sink plumbing in the 
kitchen and basement.
 The carpeting on the stairs 
had become quite worn in recent 
years.  Thanks to a generous 
donation (organized by Rohun 
Gholkar A1515) from Alumni 
from the pledge classes of Fall 
1999, Spring 2000 and Fall 2000, 
we replaced the carpeting from the 
basement to the second floor with 
commercial grade carpet.  The 
Actives removed the old carpet 
and countless nails and staples 
and repaired many shaky steps. 
The installation was contracted to 
and completed by Lowe’s.
 Mild flooding of the basement 
had become a concern, especially 
in the chapter room.  To address 
this problem, the Actives dug 
drainage ditches to carry water 

from the downspouts away from 
the house.  Once the ditches 
were dug, 20 feet of piping was 
connected to each downspout 
to carry water away from the 
foundation.  We then added 10 
foot lengths of perforated piping 
surrounded by gravel to allow 
the water to gradually seep into 
the ground.  Since this work was 
completed, basement flooding has 
been significantly reduced.
  The back door was 
completely rebuilt to reduce 
heat loss from the kitchen and 
improve security.  The frame was 
rebuilt and the floor in front of the 
door was re-tiled in the process.  
Mickey Mossaidis A1391 worked 
with Justin Scaduto A 1537 and 
actives Justin Hanlon A1565 and 
Zhou Zheng A1574 to complete 
the job.
 There are numerous other 
projects that have been completed 
or are in process this semester 
and there are even more yet to 
be started.  With continued hard 
work, support from the Alumni 
Association and constant effort 
from the Actives, the chapter 
house will be an attractive and 
comfortable place to live and visit 
for years to come.

Chapter News
Chapter Focuses on House Maintenance
by Dan Williams A1545, Chapter President, A1545@alphaofthetaxi.com

Chapter Picks 
Up 10 in Fall 
Recruitment!

 Chapter Advisor Transition Completed
 by Chris “Norm” Baldauf A1487, chris.baldauf@gmail.com
 Alpha Chapter Advisor

by Zhou Zheng, A1574
A1574@alphaofthetaxi.com  Mark 
Silber, A1577 
A1577@alphaofthetaxi.com
Rush Co-Chairmen

This fall, Alpha Chapter 
inducted 10 new associate 

members.  Thanks to the efforts 
of Mark Black A1563 and Jake 
Woudenberg A1562 (last year’s 
rush co-chairs), all of the active 
brothers in the house, alumni who 
volunteered to help us prepare 
for our efforts (special thanks to 
Chris Blanc A1404 and Chris 
Riismandel A1356), a visit from 
Theta Xi’s Executive Director 
Jim Vredenburgh (Beta Omega 
11) and help from RPI’s Dean of 
Students’ Office, Alpha Chapter 
re-entered the busy RPI Fall rush 
season with the planning, energy 
and organization to execute a 
successful rush.
 As the newly elected 
rush co-chairmen, we are eagerly 
preparing for an energetic Spring 
rush.  The Brotherhood looks 
forward to again marketing our 
house with our strong brotherhood, 
prime on-campus location and 
unique and distinguished history 
to interested RPI students.

Good news for outgoing Chapter Advisor 
Demetrius “Mickey” Mossaidis A1391 was 

bad news for the Alpha Chapter.  After a few years 
working for RPI, including a very successful 
period as chapter advisor, Mickey received a 
fantastic opportunity to join Columbia University’s 
IT efforts.  
 His impact on Alpha over the past 
two years has been immeasurable.  He has built 
tremendous relationships with RPI, Theta Xi’s 
National Headquarters and with the Actives.   The 
Actives showed their thanks by awarding Mickey 
the James M. Lichtenberg Outstanding Alumni 
Award at last April’s 6294 celebration.  He will be 
sorely missed by both the active members and the 
Alumni Association.

 The active Brotherhood, Alumni 
Association and National asked me to step in as 
Alpha Chapter Advisor and I have accepted.  I work 
locally in the RPI Tech Park and have been active 
in the chapter and Alumni Association serving as 
president when an active and on the Alumni Board 
as Treasurer and Vice President in recent years.  
 It is a big job and there are big shoes to 
fill from Mickey to Bill Knoth to Mike Rivera to 
Roger Lunden.  I am encouraged by the energy 
of the Actives and the tremendous alumni support 
Alpha Chapter has received.  Please consider 
helping me by volunteering some of your time and 
expertise in our ongoing effort at Alpha Chapter.

New Chapter 
Officers Announced

President - Tim Kelly A1556
Vice President - 
 Kevin Guldner A1578
Treasurer - Mark Silber, A1576
Secretary - 
 Mike Gerstenhaber A1559
House Manager - 
 Carl Busta A1575
Steward - Zhou Zheng A1574
Scholarship - 
 John Steciuk A1571
Rush Chairmen
 Zhou Zheng A1574
 Rob Robles A1577

To reach via email, use 
“Alpha#”@alphaofthetaxi.com  i.e.
A0000@alphaofthetaxi.com
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 At the age of 
thirty, Dr. Mow began 
his bioengineering career 
by studying the new field 
of the biomechanics of 
soft tissues, specifically 
of articular cartilage.  
His development of new 
theories and experiments 
to study such biological 

tissues led to many publications, awards and 
then recognition as he would be named the 
Clark and Crossan Professor of Engineering at 
Rensselaer and elected the first PhD President 
of the Orthopaedic Research Society.
 Today, Dr. Mow is with Columbia 
University where he serves as the Anne Y. 
Stein Professor of Mechanical Engineering 
and Orthopaedic Bioengineering and as 
Director of the New York Orthopaedic Hospital 
Research Laboratory at the Columbia College 
of Physicians and Surgeons.  He has published 
over 700 papers, edited 7 books and delivered 
more than 475 keynote, plenary and meeting 
lectures worldwide.
 Dr. Mow has been a recipient of 
numerous awards including Fellow of ASME 
(1979), American Academy of Orthopedic 
Surgeons Kappa Delta Award (1981), Giovanni 
Borelli Award of the American Society of 
Biomechanics (1991), U.S. National Academy 
of Engineering (1991), Alza Distinguished 
Lecturer (1994), elected to the Institute 
of Medicine of the National Academy of 
Sciences (IOM) and most recently, the 2006 
Davies Medal for distinguished engineering 
achievement by Rensselaer alumni.  Dr. Mow 
is one of only 13 recipients to have this award 
bestowed upon him.
 His accomplishments are outstanding 
and Dr. Mow gives credit to his experiences in 
Theta Xi for his ability to interact with many 
different people. “In Theta Xi, I learned about 
and met a great variety of people with so many 
different backgrounds.  My experience in the 
chapter had a positive influence on my life, 
teaching me how to work with and interact 
with such a diverse grouping of people.”
 Dr. Mow and his wife Barbara 
live in Briarcliff Manor, NY about 25 miles 
from Manhattan.  Barbara was a professor 
in psychiatric social work at the NY State 
University, Albany prior to moving to New 
York.  Today, she enjoys traveling with Van to 
the far corners of the world.   They have two 
sons, Jonathan (41), and Kelvin (38).   
  Jonathan has been VP for 
two venture capital biotech/pharma businesses  

Alumni News

by Matt Glaccum A1324, Alpha Chapter History Chairman, mglaccum@geosphereinc.com

In January of 1951 --a past issue of the Alphabet tells us 
- an addition to the chapterhouse’s living room made its first 
appearance.  What was it?  Why, it was a television set donated 
by Brother Allen DuMont, Class of 1924.   Concerns over the 
effect that the television would have on school grades led to 
the ‘control’ of the TV set being turned over to the chapter’s 
scholarship committee.   What was so special about this TV?   
The television set was a ‘DuMont’, manufactured by Brother 
DuMont’s own company and on it you could watch stars such 
as Jackie Gleason perform on the DuMont Television Network.  
Find out more about Brother DuMont at www.alpha6294.com 
and why he has been referred to as ‘the Father of Television”.

Dr. Mow continued from page 1

The “Father of Television” was a Brother of 
Alpha Chapter – Allen B. DuMont A349

Left: Roland Cavalier A1060, Richard Greenlaw A1063, 
Mike Gass A1011, Hank Malafronte A1020 at Homecoming 
2006; Above: Ron Vogel A1288, Sean Hulsebosch A1283, 
Mike Rivera A1261, and Jeff Lemoree A1285 at Mike 
Rivera’s wedding on September 30, 2006.

in Seattle.  In 2000, they sold their first company for $700 million and in late Spring of this year, 
they sold their second company for $350 million.   Today, Jonathan is looking to build a third 
venture company either in San Francisco or San Diego.  Jonathan and Diana have twin 8 year 
olds, Rachael and Alex.   
 After his MBA, Kelvin spent two and a half years in Kenya as a Peace Corp worker, 
then another eight years as a program manager for the Dreyfus Health Foundation for Better 
Health Care for the 3rd World.  He was stationed in Capetown, South Africa.  Today, he is the 
manager of a Fortune 200 company for the Middle East and Asia.  Kelvin and his wife Kathy 
live in Hong Kong, and they travel worldwide as well for business and pleasure.”  
 Dr. Mow and his family’s story is truly remarkable and a perfect example of the 
successes that can be accomplished by putting your mind to it.  We are pleased to have Dr. Van 
Mow as an Alpha brother and wish him and his family the very best.  To read more about Dr. 
Mow’s and his family’s accomplishments, please go to our website at www.alpha6294.com.

2006-2007 Alumni Association Officers 

President - Nino Bonura A1415
Vice President - Paul Dalton A1512
Treasurer - David Halsey A1447
Member - Tom Doherty A1448
Member - Rohun Gholkar A1515
Member - Benjamin Rosenthal A1427

Chapter Advisor - Chris  Baldauf A1487

Past President - Matt Goss A1482
Past Member - David Fowkes A1275
Past Member - Renzo De Meo A1327
Past Advisor - Demetrius Mossaidis A1391
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the gratitude of the Alumni 
Association to Mickey Mossaidis 
A1391.  He has dedicated his time 
over the past few years as Chapter 
Advisor.  Recently, he accepted a 
position with Columbia University 
in New York and has stepped down 
as Chapter Advisor.  Thanks, 
Mickey, for your dedication and 
service. I also want to thank John 
Reinhardt A1358, Phil Palmroth 
A1367 and Nick Constantine 
A1451 for their work on the 
previous alumni website and 
database.  We are building on the 
foundation they have laid and we 
thank them.
 The Alumni Association 
continues to grow stronger, 
and with the current number of 
volunteers and donors, this goal is 
within reach.  However, increased 
commitments will surely make it 
a reality. 

April 28, 2007 at 1 pm – Troy, 
NY:  Annual meeting of the Alumni 
Association.  The meeting will 
include a chapter update, officer 
reports, a review of operations and 
officer elections.  6294 celebration 
to follow that evening.  Please 
contact Justin Scaduto (Justin.
Scaduto@gd-ais.com) for details or 
visit www.alpha6294.com.

June 9, 2007 time TBA – Troy, 
NY:  Theta Xi Alumni update 
presentation given at regularly 
scheduled RPI reunion event.  
The meeting will include a 
chapter update presentation and 
an opportunity for questions and 
answers from alumni.  Please 
contact David Fowkes (dfowkes@
comcast.net) for details.

October 20, 2007 time TBA 
– Troy, NY:  Please join us during 
RPI’s 2007 Homecoming for a 
reunion event at 1490 Sage Avenue.  
Alumni from the 1940s-1970s are 
organizing reunions for their eras 
at the house.  Please contact Justin 
Scaduto (Justin.Scaduto@gd-ais.
com) for details or visit www.
alpha6294.com.

Calling all Albany Capital District-
based alumni – If you live or work 
in or near Troy, NY we want you to 
consider a visit to the chapter for 
one of our update meetings.  Please 
contact Paul Dalton  (pdalton1512@
gmail.com) for details.

Calling all NYC-based alumni – 
Please join our newly re-chartered 
NYC based Theta Xi alumni club 
for a beer.  We meet quarterly in 
midtown.  Please contact Rohun 
Gholkar (rohum.gholkar@gmail.
com) for details on our next meeting 
scheduled February 15th or visit 
www.alpha6294.com.

Calling all Boston-based alumni - 
Please join our newly started Boston 
area Theta Xi alumni club for a 
beer.  Please contact Chris Blanc 
(cblanc@gmail.com) for details on 
our next meeting.

Calling all DC-based alumni – We 
are working to have Alpha alumni 
join the newly re-started DC/NOVA 
area Theta Xi Club.  Please contact 
David Fowkes (dfowkes@comcast.
net) to be put in contact with other 
interested alumni.

 Alumni Website Re-Launched
 by John Viggiano A1488, vig@vigcraft.com

President 
continued from page 1

Several months ago the Alumni board approached our company, 
VIGCraft Arts, Inc. (founded by Ben Haynes A1526 and me in 

2003) to discuss the creation of a professionally designed website for 
the Alumni Association of the Alpha Chapter.  We agreed that the Alpha 
Chapter of Theta Xi should have a website that represents our Chapter, 
the Fraternity and Rensselaer.  
 With the help of Matt Glaccum A1324, Dave Fowkes A1275, 
Phil Palmroth A1367, Johnny Reinhardt A1358, Dan Meade A1456, 
and numerous other alumni, we took all of our existing data and 
migrated it to this new site along with more pictures, old memories 
and new ideas.  Dan Meade A1456 created the new logo.  Ben Haynes 
A1526 spent countless hours putting it all together and providing a 
stylish design, easy navigation and a user-friendly database. 
 Our goal is to create a repository of our history, our 
brothers and our legacy, as well as a place to gather and to post news, 
accomplishments and events.  We have put a great deal of effort into 
our highest priority, our Fund Drive.  Brothers can donate directly from 
our site and see the same numbers and graphs that our Board has been 
tracking.  Our secure backend system will protect our brothers’ personal 
information while still making it available for our brothers to find each 
other and keep in touch.  Please visit us at www.alpha6294.com and 
give us feedback and suggestions
 As a way of celebrating the launching of this new site, Ben and 
I are offering a promotion to all brothers.  If you purchase any website 
from VIGCraft Arts in 2007, we will donate $100, in your name, to the 
Alpha Chapter Annual Fund.  

75 Years at 1490 Sage Avenue
   by Matt Glaccum A1324, mglaccum@geosphereinc.com

1490 Sage Avenue. For the brothers of Alpha Chapter, these words 
evoke the warm feeling of home away from home during the course 

of their studies at RPI.   Even for those who do not live at the chapter 
house, it represents a comfort zone of sorts being close to campus and 
providing a place where one can relax and perhaps forget the stress of 
life as an RPI student if but for a short while.
 As the chapterhouse turns 75 years old this year, generations 
of brothers have enjoyed its confines; however, it was not always so.  
We can be grateful that the many brothers before us who struggled to 
give Alpha Chapter a place to call its own finally succeeded after years 
of effort.  
 Did you know that the Alumni Association almost built the 
chapterhouse on the land where the RPI Playhouse is today?  To learn 
more about the story of how the Alpha Chapter ended up calling 1490 
Sage Avenue its own, please go to our enhanced website at www.
alpha6294.com where additional stories, photos and documentation 
can be found.  To have the complete story sent to you, please contact 
David Fowkes at dfowkes@comcast.net.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

A group picture is taken immediately after the laying of the cornerstone at 1490 Sage

June 13, 1931

by Paul Dalton A1512, dalton@alum.
rpi.edu, Alumni Vice President

The Alumni Board is in the process 
of reviewing our Association By-
Laws for update.

1. This is the notification of the 
process to all Alumni members 
in the Fall Alphabet.

2. A black-lined version of the 
By-Laws with suggested 
changes will be available 
for review and comment on 
our website by January 15, 
2007 (www.alpha6294.com).  
Please forward all comments 
to Paul Dalton A1512 no later 
than March 1, 2007.

3. An updated version will be 
posted to the website no later 
than March 15, 2007.

4. The Alumni Association will 
vote on the By-Law changes 
at our annual meeting before 
6294 on April 28, 2007.  

If you have any questions or 
concerns on the listed process, 
please contact Paul Dalton 
A1512.

Updating and Amending 
Our Association By-Laws
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